Sunday, May 3, 2020
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion
May 3, 2020 ● 9:30 A.M. Service

WELCOME TO EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
INTRODUCTION
Today is sometimes called "Good Shepherd Sunday." Jesus is called the "gate" of the sheep in today's
gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside
the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world's violence and
war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God's tender care to all creation.
PRELUDE

Sheep May Safely Graze

MEDITATIVE MOMENT
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TRINITARIAN CHIMES
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning you created us in your image
and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.

J.S. Bach

When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
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Assembly—Refrain

Cantor---Verses

1. Shepherd and sheep, my God and I:
to fresh green fields you led my steps in days gone by.
You gave me rest by quiet springs
and filled my soul with peace your loving presence brings. Refrain
2. Yet now I tread a diff’rent way;
Death dogs my path with stealthy steps from day to day.
I cannot find your peaceful place
But dwell in dreary darkness, longing for your face. Refrain
3. I will look back in days to come
and realize your faithfulness has led me home.
Within your house I’ll find my peace,
trusting that in your mercy you have sheltered me. Refrain
GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God our shepherd,
you know your sheep by name
and lead us to safety through the valleys of death.
Guide us by your voice,
that we may walk in certainty and security
to the joyous feast prepared in your house,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Acts 2:42–47
Today's reading is a description of life in the community following Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost,
when the Spirit was poured out on God's people. The new community is sustained in worship and
fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19–25
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or
even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God,
particularly amid adversity.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Jesus says
I am the

good

shepherd.

I know my own and my

own know me.
(John 10:14)

GOSPEL: John 10:1–10
The holy gospel according to John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those who
listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON
.
HYMN OF THE DAY:

Pastor Rick Bliese
Have No Fear, Little Flock

ELW 764

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Or, "who proceeds from the Father." The phrase "and the Son" is a later addition to the creed.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places
in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
HEAR OUR PRAYER
We bring to you, Christ, members and friends of Emmanuel who need your healing touch
(Names from our congregation…)
Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy,
through Jesus Christ our risen Savior. Amen.
Congregational response: “Hear Our Prayer”
PEACE

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or
similar words.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set.
OFFERTORY
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Shepherd

The Alive Band

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful God,
our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration,
but you make of them an abundance,
just as you do with our lives.
Feed us again at this table
for service in your name,
in the strength of the risen Christ.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Jesus Christ is the host of this
Holy Communion, in which
we celebrate the Real
Presence of Our Lord among
us. Jesus' presence is in the
sanctuary. Jesus’ presence
is also real in your home.
Please have bread and wine
available and ready (or juice).
All the baptized are welcome
to participate this morning in
their homes during the
livestream worship. Follow
the presiding pastor for
instructions.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers in the sanctuary and at home will say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
[Parents are encouraged to bless their children at this time. Follow the instructions from the Presiding
Minister].
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COMMUNION SONG

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Life-giving God,
you have fed us with your word,
and our hearts burn within us.
Through this meal you have opened us to your presence.
Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG:

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (Verses 1, 2)
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DISMISSAL
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
POSTLUDE

This Joyful Eastertide

arr. Burkhardt
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