Sunday, July 19, 2020
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion
July 19, 2020 ● 9:30 A.M. Service
WELCOME TO EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
INTRODUCTION
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus
suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set
free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the
promises of God, and from the Lord's table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
PRELUDE

Love Ye the Lord (Largo)

G.F. Handel

MEDITATIVE MOMENT
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TRINITARIAN CHIMES
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
GATHERING SONG:

Come, Ye Thankful People Come

(verses 1,2)

ELW 693

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit
nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
Amen.
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6–8
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in
God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12–25
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as
God's children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and
creation from bondage to death and decay.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
Jesus tells a parable about the co-existence of good and evil in this world. God's judgment will remove all
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY:

Pastor Rick Bliese
Come, Ye Thankful People Come

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.
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(verses 3,4)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need. Lord, in your mercy, Hear Our Prayer.

HEAR OUR PRAYER

We bring to you, Christ, members and friends of Emmanuel who need your healing touch.
(Names from our congregation…)
Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy,
through Jesus Christ our risen Savior. Amen.
Congregational refrain: “Hear Our Prayer”
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar
words.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During this time, the
table is set.
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OFFERTORY

Your Love Awakens Me
Jamie Searles, Leader of the Alive Service

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of goodness and growth,
all creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Jesus Christ is the host of this Holy
Communion, in which we celebrate
the Real Presence of Our Lord
among us. Jesus' presence is in
the sanctuary. Jesus’ presence is
also real in your home. Please
have bread and wine available and
ready (or juice). All the baptized are
welcome to participate this morning
in their homes during the livestream
worship. Follow the presiding
pastor for instructions.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, come to the table.
Receive nourishment for your journey.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers in the sanctuary and at home will say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
(Parents are encouraged to bless their children at this time. Follow the instructions from the Presiding
Minister).

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts
so that we may share your neighborly love with all,
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
Amen.
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BLESSING
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.
SENDING SONG:

Christ, You Walked Among the Grain Fields (Hymn tune: BEACH SPRING)

1--Christ, you walked among the grain fields, Finding lessons all around:
"Like the harvest that the earth yields, So God's kingdom will abound."
"See! A sower goes out planting; Some seed grows a hundredfold."
Here on earth you gave us heaven In the stories that you told.
2--Lord, you send us out to labor, To pass on the love you give;
City friend and country neighbor Work as one so all may live.
Lending land and tools and vision, Sharing costs and planting seed —
Work we love becomes our mission As we serve your world in need.
3--May our harvest celebration Build new food security;
As we care for your creation, May we find community.
By your Holy Spirit bless us And may what we grow increase
Till the whole world sees new glimpses Of your joyful banquet feast.
Text: Copyright © 2005 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

We Plow the Fields and Scatter
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