Sunday, November 15, 2020
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion
November 15, 2020 ● 9:00, 11:00 AM Service
INTRODUCTION

WELCOME TO EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the
LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be
awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time,
for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of
hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.
PRELUDE

Chorale in A Minor

Franck

MEDITATIVE MOMENT
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TRINITARIAN CHIMES
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
The assembly is seated.
Currently there is NO CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. Please silently meditate upon the words to this song.
SOLO: GATHERING SONG
1--Let streams of living justice
Flow down upon the earth.
Give freedom’s light to captives,
Let all the poor have worth.
The hungry's hands are pleading,
the workers claim their rights,
the mourners long for laughter,

Let Streams of Living Justice (Verses 1, 2)

the blinded seek for sight.
Make liberty a beacon,
strike down the iron pow'r;
abolish ancient vengeance:
proclaim your people's hour.

2-- For healing of the nations,
for peace that will not end,
for love that makes us lovers,
God grant us grace to mend.
Weave our varied gifts together;
knit our lives as they are spun;
on your loom of time enroll us
till our thread of life is run.
O great weaver of our fabric,
bind church and world in one;
dye our texture with your radiance,
light our colors with your sun.
GREETING
Grace and peace from our God and Father,
hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the consolation of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Righteous God, our merciful master,
you own the earth and all its peoples,
and you give us all that we have.
Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom,
and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

2

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week's first reading) presents the day of the Lord as one of
judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details taken from Old
Testament accounts of the day of the Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ's return, we live faithfully in the here and now
as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Abide in me as I a- bide in you;* those who abide in me bear much fruit. Alleluia. (John 15:4, 5)
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as
they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God has provided them.
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Resident Pastor Karole Langset

A time for reflection follows the sermon.
The assembly is seated. Please meditate silently upon the words.
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HYMN OF THE DAY
1

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

Courtesy of the Grosse Point Memorial Church Choir.Used with permission
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Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Refrain: Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!

2

Christ is able to make us one,
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in word and in deed express. Refrain
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Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Used with permission from One
License with license #A-702137. All rights reserved.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the
world, and all in need. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We bring to you, Christ, members and friends of Emmanuel who need your healing touch.
(Names from our congregation…)
Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy;
through Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or
similar words.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set.
OFFERTORY

We Are An Offering
Members of the Emmanuel Choir
Jan Parmelee, Denise Larson, Jan Gazdic, Jeff Heier

Dwight Liles, @1984 Curb Word Music. CCLI Song #16220. For use solely with the Song Select@. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License #1183456
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of all goodness,
generations have turned to you,
gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings,
we may feast upon your very self
and care for all that you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Jesus Christ is the host of this Holy
Communion, in which we celebrate the Real
Presence of Our Lord among us. Jesus'
presence is in the sanctuary.
Jesus’ presence is also real in your home.
Please have bread and wine available and
ready (or juice). All the baptized are welcome
to participate this morning in their homes
during the livestream worship. Follow the
presiding pastor for instructions.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
There is a place for you at the banquet.
Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers and those at home say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond Amen.
(Parents are encouraged to bless their children at this time. Follow the instructions from the Presiding
Minister).
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus,
in this simple meal you have set a banquet.
Sustain us on the journey,
strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts
as we meet you on the way.
Amen.
BLESSING
May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

The Lord Now Sends Us Forth
(Recorded from worship on October 20, 2019)

ELW 538

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The congregation will exit row by row by the ushers. Please wait until an usher dismisses you.
POSTLUDE

Earth and All Stars

arr. Leavitt
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