Sunday, January 3, 2021
Second Sunday After Christmas
Holy Communion
January 3, 2021 ● 9:00, 11:00 Service
WELCOME TO EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
INTRODUCTION
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human
person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the
wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in
the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these
ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.
PRELUDE
For Unto Us a Child Is Born
G.F. Handel
Courtesy of the Rexburg Children's Choir, Rexburg, Idaho.This video was filmed using green screen
technology. Every singer was filmed individually against a green screen and then, using the power of video
editing, all singers were "placed" to appear as if they were singing together on the same stage. Producer
and Director: Ben Watson. Used with permission.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TRINITARIAN CHIMES
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Currently there is NO CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. Please silently meditate upon the words to this song.
The assembly is seated.
GATHERING SONG:
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
ELW 270
Courtesy of Grosse Pointe Memorial Church, James Biery, Music Director / Organist
GREETING
The grace and peace of Jesus Christ,
the Word made flesh, be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us
to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:3b-14
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice
over God's gift of food and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness
instead of sorrow.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3–14
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ.
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. All the ends | of the earth* have seen the victory | of our God. Alleluia. (Ps. 98:3)
GOSPEL: John 1: 10-18
The holy gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This
Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

Pastor Rick Bliese

A time of silent reflection follows the sermon.
Currently there is NO CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. Please silently meditate upon the words to this song.
The assembly is seated.
HYMN OF THE DAY:
Love Has Come
ELW 292
Courtesy of the National Lutheran Choir, David Cherwien, Organist and Conductor
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
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who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or
similar words.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set.
OFFERTORY
What Can I Give Him?
Rossetti / Holst
Courtesy of Grosse Pointe Memorial Church, James Biery, Music Director / Organist
The assembly stands.
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Gracious God,
you came to us as one unknown,
bringing joy and salvation to the earth.
Nourish us at your banquet table,
that with all who welcome your birth
we may proclaim your peace,
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Jesus Christ is the host of
this Holy Communion, in
which we celebrate the Real
Presence of Our Lord
among us. Jesus' presence
is in the sanctuary.
Jesus’ presence is also real
in your home. Please have
bread and wine(or juice)
available and ready). All the
baptized are welcome to
participate this morning in
their homes during the
livestream worship. Follow
the presiding pastor for
instructions.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Word is revealed in a manger, in simple bread and wine.
Come meet Christ in this meal.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond, Amen.
(Parents are encouraged to bless their children at this time. Follow the instructions from the Presiding
Minister).
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The assembly stands.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, gracious God,
that you have once again fed us from your very self
with the body and blood of Christ.
Through this mystery, send us forth
to proclaim your promise to a world in need,
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
BLESSING
Almighty God,
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news,
and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
Amen.
Currently there is NO CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. Please silently meditate upon the words to this song.
The assembly is seated.
SENDING

Angels We Have Heard On High
ELW 289
(Virtual hymn courtesy of the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
The ushers will dismiss the congregation by rows. Please wait until the usher directs you to exit.
POSTLUDE

Christmas Oratorio
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Saint-Saens
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