Sunday, May 2, 2021
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion
May 2, 2021 ● 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Service
WELCOME TO EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
INTRODUCTION
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine
and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and
the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with
Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear
fruit for the life of the world.
PRELUDE

Arioso
Prelude and Fugue in F Major

J. S. Bach
J. S. Bach

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TRINITARIAN CHIMES
The assembly stands.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Currently there is NO CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. Please silently meditate upon the words to this song.
The assembly is seated
GATHERING SONG:

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
Sung at Emmanuel’s worship on May 5, 2019

ELW 377

GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having
been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to
faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen,
while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward
others because the essence of God is love.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. I am the vine, you | are the branches.* Those who abide in me and I in them | bear much
fruit. Alleluia. (John 15:5)
GOSPEL: John 15:1-8
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those
who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing.
The holy gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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The assembly is seated.
SERMON

Pastor Rick Bliese

A moment of silent reflection follows the sermon.
Currently there is NO CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. Please silently meditate upon the words to this song.
The assembly is seated
HYMN OF THE DAY
Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song
Daw/Curtis
Courtesy of the Cathedral Choir of St. John the Divine, NYC; Organist, Raymond Nagem, Associate
THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

Director of Music

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, "who proceeds from the Father." The phrase "and the Son" is a later addition to the creed.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to
hear us and answer in steadfast love. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or
similar words.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set.
OFFERTORY

Christ Arose!
Sung by the Emmanuel Choir on May 12, 2019

Robert Lowry

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn
HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Jesus Christ is the host of this Holy
Communion, in which we celebrate the
Real Presence of Our Lord among
us. Jesus' presence is in the sanctuary.
Jesus’ presence is also real in your
home. Please have bread and wine
available and ready (or juice). All the
baptized are welcome to participate this
morning in their homes during the
livestream worship. Follow the
presiding pastor for instructions.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
COMMUNION
When giving the bread and cup, the communion assistants in the sanctuary and at home will say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
The assembly stands.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
Currently there is NO CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. Please silently meditate upon the words to this song.
The assembly is seated.
SENDING SONG
We Know that Christ Is Raised
ELW 449
Courtesy of First-Plymouth Church, Lincoln, NE. Tom Trenney, Minister of Music
DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
The congregation will exit row by row by the ushers. Please wait until an usher dismisses you.
POSTLUDE

Praise to the Lord

Klusmeier
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