Sunday, November 28, 2021
First Sunday in Advent
Holy Communion
November 28, 2021● 9:00, 11:00 AM Service
WELCOME TO EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
INTRODUCTION
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that
expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients
anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With
them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of
our Lord in word and supper.
PRELUDE

Overture from ‘The Messiah’

G. F. Handel

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
TRINITARIAN CHIMES
CALL TO WORSHIP
GATHERING SONG

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (Verses 1, 3, 4)

GREETING
Grace and peace from God our Father
And the Lord Jesus Christ,
And the promised gifts of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
KYRIE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Let us pray.

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle on this wreath,
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels.
Enlighten us with your grace,
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.

The first Advent candle is lit as the Assembly sings verse one of Light One Candle:
Light one candle to watch for Messiah;
let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of
our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14–16
In the Old Testament, "righteousness" often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously
both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today's reading, Jerusalem's future name—"The
Lord is our righteousness"—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
Upon Timothy's report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In
this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing
church.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (SUNG)
He Came Down

(verse 1)
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He came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25–36
The holy gospel according to Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
God will fulfill God's purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God's people shall be given strength to stand boldly and
receive God's promised redemption.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

Pastor Steven Wigdahl

A moment of silent meditation follows the sermon.
HYMN OF THE DAY
My Lord, What a Morning (Verses 1, 3)
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Or, "who proceeds from the Father." The phrase "and the Son" is a later addition to the creed.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please take your preferred posture of prayer).
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In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence.
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or
similar words.
The assembly is seated.
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
During this time, the table is set.
(11:00) OFFERTORY

Could This Be the Day
The Emmanuel Choir

arr. Martin

Could this be the day? Could this be the moment? Could this be the night all our darkness turns to
light? Could this be the day? Could this be the promise? Could this be our miracle, our music in
the night? Long we have waited. Long we have pleaded. Long we have wandered in darkness and
sin. Long we have waited for your song to begin. Could this be the day? Could this be the
moment? Could this be the night all our darkness turns to light? Could this be the day? Could this
be the promise? Could this be our miracle, our song in the night? Long we have waited. Long we
have pleaded. Long we have wandered in darkness and sin. Long we have waited for your song to
begin. O Come, O come, Emmanuel. Come, O Come, Emmanuel. God who holds the sands of
time, give us a sign. Could this be the day? Come.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE
What Can I Give Him?
The assembly is invited to sing along.
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wiseman, I would do my part.
Yet what can I give him?
Give him my heart.
Offertory Response

What Can I Give Him?
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(Verse 3)

The assembly stands.
OFFERING PRAYER
God of our waiting and watching,
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people.
Prepare the way before us
as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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DIALOGUE (SUNG)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
That we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you,
Almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ,
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer,
Through whom you will also make all things new
In the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so with all the choirs of angels,
With the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SUNG) Melody: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord,
God of Hosts, by heav’n adored!
Heav’n and earth cannot contain
All the glory of your name!
Hail, Hosanna, God most high!
Blest is He who now draws nigh!
In the name of God the King
Halleluias glad we sing:
Hail, Hosanna! Praises due
Be forever, Lord, to you!

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
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Jesus Christ is the host of this Holy
Communion, in which we celebrate
the Real Presence of Our Lord
among us. Jesus' presence is in the
sanctuary. Jesus’ presence is also
real in your home. Please have
bread and wine available and ready
(or juice). All the baptized are
welcome to participate this morning in
their homes during the livestream
worship. Follow the presiding pastor
for instructions.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to Christ’s banquet.
Feast on God’s gift of grace.

COMMUNION
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When giving the bread and cup, the communion assistants in the sanctuary and at home will say:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond
Amen.
The assembly stands.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.
BLESSING
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.
SENDING SONG

Soon and Very Soon
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending

arr. Hughes

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
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New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Wait for the Lord—Jacques Berthier, Taizé, Words and Music-© 1984, Les Presses de North America.
Used with permission, from One License # A-702137
Light One Candle—Wayne L. Wold. Words and Music, © 1984, Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Used with
permission, from One License # A-702137
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn. Words and Music-Marty Haugen. -© 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.
Used with permission, from One License # A-702137
Soon and Very Soon. CCLI Song #11249, Andraé Crouch, ©1971, Bud John Songs, Inc.(Admin. By Capitol
CMB Publishing). Crouch Music Corp. For use solely with the Song Select® Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License #1183456
Could This Be the Day? arr. Joseph Martin, Used with permission, from One License # A-702137.
He Came Down. Cameroon traditional, arr. John L. Bell, b. 1949. Arr. © 1986, Iona Community, admin. GIA
Publications, Inc. Used with permission, from One License # A-702137
My Lord, What a Morning. Public Domain.
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The QR codes provided on this page will help you to easily access online all that
Emmanuel has to offer. Here are the steps to using this code:
1. Open the camera app on your smartphone.
2. Hover your phone’s lens over the QR code.
3. A notification will pop up. Click on it and it will take you to the place you’re
looking for. It’s that easy!

NEW HERE? We’d like to meet you and get
to know you better!

LEARN HERE. Get into God’s word with
the pastors of Emmanuel. Like, subscribe,
and click that “church bell” to access
Emmanuel Academies YouTube Channel.

GIVE ONLINE HERE. Thank you!

777 Mooring Line Drive, Naples, FL 34102
239-261-0894
www.NaplesEmmanuel.org
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